here really is no equivalent today for
the excitement that was saloon car

racing during the sixties.

On race weekends motorsport fans in
their thousands would pite kids, dog, picnic,
mother in law eic. into the family car and
drive sometfimes hundreds of miles to oth-
erwise insignificant lithe places like Levin,
Renwick and Mato-
mata for the rivefting
duels that ook place
between such greats
as Franicevic, Nazer,

Coppins and Phillips
on circuits that are
today aimost forgot-

then, and being an
ardent follower of the
sport | hoped that
one day | might be
able to gef behind
the wheel of one of
rny heroes’ screaming machines.

It is now 1994, and having found myself
in the editor's chair of a nationwide mator-
ing magazine 1 am redlising yet another
dream come frue, and have already som-
pled the 1964 Wills Six Hour winning Ford
Cortina [CS8608) of Paul Fahey ffegtured in
issue #2), while hunting down others along
the way.
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THE
e C“BRIEAD VAN

This Is One Test Drive In A Ford Anglia
That Our Editor Won’t Forget In A Hurry! o he sheer bnte

The latest blast fom the post to be
dropped into my eager hands was the leg-
endary “Bread Van™ Anglia, synonymous
with “Allcomers” racing success for John
Ward during the 1966-1967 season.

The Allcomers class was the icing on
the coke of the rofor racing scene during
the sixties. It was not uncommon during
early seasons fo see pre-wor American
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saloons fitted with Chev or Ford V8 engines
dicing with the iatest Lotus Cortinas, and the
field usually inciuded a fair sprinkling of A40
Farinas, Mustangs, Humber 80s and Jaguar
saloons. By far the most dominating ele-
menit though was the Ford Anglia 1058,
Although quite far removed from the in-
nocuous fitite 997¢c Anglia Deluxe that ev-
eryone’s favourite Aunt
Mabel used to pilot be-
ween church, bridge
cdub and the GHB, the
appeal of these veritable
wolves in sheep's cloth-
ing was accentuated by
their general famitiarity.
Usually fifted with
highly modified twin-
overhead-camshaft Lo-
Us racing engines, the
Anglias were hard tfo
catch, sometimes even

power machines like

Rod Coppins’ Zephyr
Corvetie or the 7-lire Custaxie ("Colour Me
Gone”) of 1967 Championship winner Rob-
bie Franicevic. Even the bright orange cu-
riosity that resembled a lowlight Morris Mi-
nor, but was really “Morrari”, o race-tuned
Corvette motor in a Ferrari Grand Prix chas-
sis with a “Mister Blobby” body plonked on
top, was often afforded a diminishing rear
view of Dagenham’s most diminutive der-




riere,

The eariest frackside Anglias ran in
standard one-lifre form, then came the
1500¢c Consul 315 and Cortina engines -
even then they held their own quite well.
The modified Humber 80s soon fell into
place when the litfle Fords started running
1650cc engines, while the fwin-cam Lotus
unit set the cars’ immortality in concrate,
One car, that of Canterburian Neil Doyle,
even had a Corvette V8 shoe-horned into il

The first to achieve success with big-
engined Anglios were Jack Nazer
["Sabring”, DA6070) and Robble Franicevic,
and it was soon found that the aerodynamic
quaiities of these cars couid be greatly im-
proved by rounding off some of the Anglic’s
angles.

So it was that the shape of the racing An-
glia changed during the mid sixfies to a ve-
hicle that, as you can see from the photos,
barely resembled the  pedestrian
"anglebox” we are so familiar with,

The full-width frontal “grin” was removed
and the headlamp pods were rounded off
fo improve air flow.  in order to accomeo-

day on a lowered chassis the guards were
flared slightly.

Nowhere, however, was the profile
more radically altered than over the car's
rear quarters. That reverse-rake rear win-
dow that so distinguished the 105F from
most other cars turned out 1o be such a
drag on the cars performance that a
fasfback-like rear end section that tapered
down fo the boot tail became the solution
and the frademark of the “Lotus Anglia” hy-
brids, spawning the now famous nick-
rame “Bread Van®.

The improvement the alterations made
to the car's competitiveness was such that
drivers went from larger, more powerful
cars down fo the lightweight Anglias,

If 1965 was the year of the Corting in
afl-comers racing, 1966 was “the year of
the Anglia®, with Paul Fahey battling to re-
tain the championship fifle he had so easily
eamed the previous year In his Loius
Cortina. He was however to face some
fough competifion from 23-vear old Auck-
lander Dave Simpson who burst onfo the
scene with a very quick Anglia (DA 6318}, g
car that had been built up by Juck Nazer's

date the essential Jolly Wide Wheels of the

engineer, Bill Norrish. Nazer mecnwhile
kept g fairly low profile during ‘66., teaving
the two aforementioned “breadvans” to bat-
tie it out for the title in his absence.

Tired of clutch problems with his Anglia,
Franecevic had turned for one season to
single-seater racing before retuming with
something big, bad and unbeatable lexcept
at Renwick, where Nazer's little Anglia man-
aged to romp home well ahead of Franice-
vic's fearsome Ford Custaxie),

The championship tifle that year went to
Simpson with Fahey net far behind, beating
such noted racers as Rod Copplns in the
Zephyr-Corvette and Neil Doyle’s va-
engined Anglia. Simpson subsequently
sold his car to Frank Radisich fother of cur-
rent world fouring car champlon Paulj who
carnpaigned it fairly successfully the follow-
ing season, while Paul Fahey's breadvon (FX
4854) passed info the hands of John Ward
and Rod Coppins.

Anglias battled hard once again during
the 1967 season, with Jack Nazer back on
the scene in a new breadvan Anglia {FW
1287) with a chopped roof-line. Nazer took
second overdll that year behind the Cus-
taxie, but ahead of Fahey, now in a Shelby
Mustang, and the Anglias of Radisich and
Ward.

It is John Ward's breadvan Anglie, the
ex-Fahey car, on which we now focus, a car
that is every bit as exciing today as it was
backin 1966. The car's general appearance
is "just as if it had rofled out of g fime cap-
sule”, and is basically "ready to race.”

First registered fo Paul Barrett Fahey of
Manurewa on November 4th, 1965, the car
(with 12 miles recorded on the ownership
papers) was converted 1o dll-comers racing
specificafions and immediately set a new
lap record of 1:44.4 on November 6th befare
winning the open invitation race ot
Pukekohe. The following weekend it with-
drew with engine problems while leading
the field at Renwick.

EX 4854 was never used, as we under-
stand, as a road car. Had it been though, it
would certainly have left egg on the faces of
many a driver of so-colled more exofic and

NZ CLASSIC WHEELS




fhoroughbred machinery. The Lotus twin
cam engine with steel crank, Cosworth steel
rods, fully worked head and block, 85mm
bore and stroked crank lgiving a capacdity of
1953¢c] was (very conservatively} good for
around 160bhp and was certainly capable
of 150mph. Add to that the Lotus Cortina diff,
Bucklers close-ratio gears and a skilled pilof,
and absolutely nothing would have left fhis
car at the fights.

With af least a dozen more wins under its
beit the dark biue breadvan was soid to
Ward & Coppins Mofors in Gisborne two
years later and repainted in Coppins’ trade-
mark colour, red.

After the 1967 season fhe car was sold fo
John Petitt of Rotorua (still having only trav-
elled "12 miles", then a succession of own-
ers over the years until it ended up, back in
its original blue livery, with its present owner,
Gary Price of Palmersion North.

“| was told that prior fo Fahey owning the
car it had been a race car in England”, Gary
told us, “but | haven't been able fo substardi-
ate that as yet”,

He even went fo the frouble of phoning
Paul Fahey, who was adamant that the car
had been supplied fo him as"a rofling chas-
sis”, by Ford, so it is possible that somebody
has possibly confused this car with an other
somewhere along the line.

The first few meetings that the Anglia ai-
tended were in its original form, but Fahey
had drawn inspiration from a Ferrari GO in
Europe that had been given a “breadvan”
type body in order fo improve its dynamics,
and deduced that if it could work well for the
Ferrari then why shouldn't it work for the little
Anglia?

Paul's theory that the reverse-siant back
window was slowing the car down proved
correct - the fastback body mods furned out
to be good for an exira ten to fifteen miles
per hour down the back siraight af
Pukekohe.

The car quickly achieved notoriety, and
everywhere the car went it afiracted «
swarm of admirers. One day back in 1966
the car was frailered through Pahiatug, and
it was here that young Gary Price, a 12 year-
old from Masterton, caughi his first glimpse
of the breadvan. First impressions were 50
memorable that some twenty years later he
tracked the car down once again and ulfi-
mately bought it.

“it was five years ago when | caught up
with it again”, refayed Gary. “ltwas ina barn
just out of Wanganui, siffing in @ shed, not
going anywhere. It had flat tyres and it
hadn't been run for a long time.”

ittook a further two years before the pre-
vious owner finally agreed to sell Gary the
Anglia.

“My wife {Liz) and | couldn't get up there
fast enough. We didn'thave atrailer to bring
it back with, so we raced up there with @
tow-rope.”

Liz recalls seeing the car in the shed with
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rubbish stacked all over it af Wanganui for
the first time. “if looked shocking - | tock
one lock at it and asked Gary which end
was the back and which was the front!”

“| suppose it was hard for her o under-
stand quite what dll the fuss was about”,
expiagined Gary. I can tell you right now if's
the most expensive Anglia in New Zealand,
possibly the world. { paid a fortune for i,
bui [ realiy wanted itl”

Thankfully the old racing tyres stayed up
once inficted and the Prices towed the An-
glia back home to Paimerston North on the
tow-rope. After a few nights out in the
shed, Gary, an A-grade mechanic by trade,
had the car running weil once again.

The previous owner had semi-restored
the car back in the |ate seventies, so liftle
more was required in the way of work on it.

The odometer reading now, according
fo the papers, is 18,750. Gary finds this
amusing. "1 have no idec where they gof
that figure from, us it has never had a

speedomeder fitted.”

As the car progressed in age it took on
severdl different roles. The demise of All-
comers racing in favour of the international
Group 5 ciass for the 1968 season put the
car out of the limelight until the infroduction
of the {mainly South Island) Open Saloon Car
Association [0.5.C.A} racing dlass of the
early seventies. By 1970 Nazer was camt-
paigning a Chevrolet V8-powered FD Vaux-
hall Victor white Paul Fahey was cleaning up
in his Cologne Capri, and the somewhat
outdated and obsolete Anglia eventually
ended up as a ciub racer, running at one
fime a medified 1600 pushrod.

The breadvan now funs a Lotus engine
ance again, thanks to the efforts of previous
owner Colin Thompson, who fracked down
many of the original parts, including the
ofiginal eviinder head, gearbox efc.

For those waiting for the car's current
specifications they are, as follows: Lotus
1760¢c stee! twin-cam engine (ot the origi-




nal biock - that one has proved unirace-
able), 45DCOE Weber carbs, highly modified
heads and cams, early Elan gearbox, 4.125
rafio limited slip diff, Cortina brakes [state of
the art back in 1965} drilled for ventiiation,
Consul 315 front suspension with choepped
Zephyr springs, Panhard rod rear suspen-
sion, Cosworth dry sump in boot cavity, off
cooler in front of radiator, estimated output
about 180bhp.

Doors are aluminium and the bonnet is
made from fibregiass. The car cameto Gary
with a set of fairly modern mag wheels, but
he managed fo locate o set of these essen-
fiad sixties fittings, Jolly Wide Wheels, to tend
the car further authenticity. ™ do alsehave a
set of Lotus wheels that Il get around to
pulting some tyres onto and fitting”, Gary
told us,

and finding him more than agree-

able fo atrack fest, Ken and! decided
that we should pick the “breadvan® up one
weekend and bring it back up to Thunder
Park for a run. We got back to Gary and
arranged to take the car over the weekend
of the Manawatu Swap Meet.

We tumned at the Price residence just of-
ter mid-day on the Saiurday, and after
spending some fime around the table talk-
ing cars Gary led us out to his shed where
we were to encounter net one, but three
fine examples of British engineering. As
well as the breadvan there was a Jaguar
E-type 3.8 series |, unrestored and original
with 77,000 miles on the clock. Gary has
nothing but praise for Browns Lane's finest,

A fler making contact with the owner

“When you drive an early E-type it's hard to

believe, even though the Moss gearbox is G
notchy old thing, that you're driving a thirty
year-oid car.”

Beside it sits ¢ 1964 Austin Mini Cooper S
1275, again unrestored and in fidy condition.

Ahsent from the fleet at the fime was the
ex-lim Richards 1972 Holden Torang XU,
one of the 150 genuine Bathurst models pro-
duced. Gary first saw this car in action at the
Glenvale 200 fwhich it led from start to finish}
at Bay Park in 1974, 1 still find it hard to be-
lieve that twenty years later i actually own
the car | used to foliow around New

Zediand, waiching it race” The car was in

for a repaint at the fime we called.

Another car thatwe didn't get to see was
the biack ex-Andrew Teesdale 1980 Ford Es-
cort RS1800 BDG rally car (1982 Rally cham-

.pionship winner JQ 2400) that Gary had re-

cently sold.

“It will be good to see that car back on
the track”, Gary reckons. “We boughf it fast
year, then fotally stripped # and restored it
as aroad cor. it's gone o Christchurch and
we believe the new owner will be bringing it
out for classic racing down there, 265 brake
horse-power - a lovely car to drive.”

. How did the Escorf compare fo the An-
glia?

JThey were redlly totally different cars.
Whereuas the Escort RS1800 was designed by
Ford to go fast, whereas the Anglia was de-
signed by Ford for little old ladies 1o drive fo
the shops in. So, fo make an Anglic do
140mph like this one does, there's g lot of
development needed. You know you're do-
ing the speed in the Anglla, but the Escort
didn't seem as fast because it did it effori-
tessly.

Gary and Liz have owned several other
inferesting cars in their time, including £49
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(Lefty Our featured car was not the
only racing Anglia of the period to
undergo aeroynamic body surgery -
the Anglies of Frank Radisick and
Jack Nazer (DA6G70, then EWI1287),
axs well as Dave Simpson’s car (DA
6316) were all given the Bread Van
treatment.. Here John Ward “battles
it ouz” with Dave Simpson at Levin,

Vdliant Charger, Porsche 930 Turbo, anofher
XL Torana, two 998 Mini Coopers, two Mini
Cooper S, a ‘69 Boss 302 Mustang, XY G
“Shaker” Falcon, Mark | Cortina GT and Lotus
Corting, RS1600 Escort and Twin Cam Escord,
an ex-B & H Fiat 1257, Daimler 2.5 V8, Com-
modore VH 55, 34, 39, 46 and *51 Ford VBs,
and yes, a Bedford JO truck... gudiifying
them as undisputable enthusiasts.

The litfle Anglia fired up almost

immediately much to my surprise,

then sat tow on the tarmac, idling away quite
happily and smoothly.

The noise in fhe cockpit was terrific - Ken
was saying something fo me from outside
the drivers door but the rumbie of the
straight pipes and the reverberation through
the bodyshell completely drowned him out,

With the period bucket seat enveloping
me | buckled myself into the full harness seat
belt and braced myself. So much was |
savouring the experience of simply siting o
idle that | felt a slight refuctance to take
things a stage further. Looking around, there
wasn't much ieft of the inferior - all the other
seats had gone and the only other fitfings
were ¢ fire extinguisher and the car's origi-
nal number plate rivited to the fransmission
tunnel. The ofl and fuel fines ran through
alongside. The only reminder that | was in-
deed inside a 1058 was the shape of the
dash, and the sharpish fops of the guard
tops as | locked out over the dark blue bon-
net.

| dosed my eyes and imagined | was on
the start grid of Puke, and gave the throtfle a
blip. Very light, and instant it was -1 felt that
it was time to venture forward,

1 had faithfully promised myself previ-
ously that my first run would be genfle. Just
get used to the car before you start giving i
too much - the feel of the cluich, the best

I turned the key.
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(Abeve) Allcomers off the line at Levin for the
Gold Leaf Trophy Meeting of November 26, 1966,
Practice had seen Robbie Franicevic setting
fastest lap time of 57.7 seconds in the Custaxie
(far lefy). Jack Nazer’s Lotus Anglia is hidden
behind it, while Peter Bennett's Lotus powered
A40 Farina heads off (but not for long) the
“Bread Van” driven by John Ward, with the Mac-
Pherson Holden FJ just visible in the background

times to change up and the effectiveness of
the brakes...

All right In theory, but notin practice - as
soon as the revs starled o tise | feit that
wicked boyish grin extending across my
face and | knew that | couidn't hold back.
The facho read 4,000 as { made the change
info second, rather more quickly and
stnoothly than | had expected, inspiring me
to push the liftfe car to an eventuel 120mph
on that first run. It was so efforfless, asifthe
car was meant fo run af that speed all day.
And that was only af 6,000rpm in top - Gary
had told us that Paul Fahey used fo regu-
farly rev the car out to 30,000 through the
gears. Simple arithmetic iater suggested
that at 7,500 the car would have been trav-
efling af 150mph, and it ceriainly feft of the
fime like it wanted ic get up fo that speed.

We were, however, here simply fo test-
drive the car, not fo explore its upper limits,

So we were quite happy to setfle for @ sam-
ple of the car's capabiliies of 120mph, and
af that speed the extrernely lightweight An-
glia showed cbsolutely no signs of instability
or steering wobble.

Gear changes were quite easy once |
had mastered the hair-trigger clutch - this
was almost swifch-like - you were either in
gear or out, and all ittock was a slight tap on
the pedal to engage.

The brakes, too, turned out to be more
efficient than expected, and stopped the car
with ease, even when opplied with a litlle
extra force of speed. in fod, the entire car
was so user-friendly that it could quite easily
have been faken, albeit unregistered, for o
shopping excursion info fown.

After o few more runs, one of these with
Ken crouched on the hard cockpit fioor, we
called it a day, restricted not only by the
diminshing quantity of avgas in the tank, but
alsc by the fime it would take to frailer the
car back to its anxicus owner before dark,

Having last year sampled Paul Fehey's
1965 steed and now his 1966 race-winner
our aspirations furn to his 1967 car, the
Shetby Mustang. Who owns it, and where is
it today ~ we would love o get cut and drive
it, wherever it is. '

Meanwhile, we ot Classic LIED

Wheels now view Anglias from ggﬁ

an enfirely new perspective.




